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“God Calls Each of Us”
1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19 & John 1:43-51

We've know from scientific observations that over the course of a lifetime a penguin will learn to recognize at least 50 other penguins who are family to him or her by the configuration of black spots on their bodies.  We've also learned that animals whether in the air, on the ground, or in the ocean recognize each other not only by sight but by sound.


Birds make sounds that they recognize as distinctive from one another.  Here on Maui we know through recordings that have been made of the sound of humpback whales that each is distinctive.


The human voice functions in much the same way.  We recognize other voices by inflection and intonation perhaps more than by sheer volume.  There is a Hawaiian word that demonstrates this very clearly.


I stopped by to see someone at her home this week.  As I approached the house I did what I’ve always done having grown up here in Hawaiÿi, I called out to announce that I was at the door – "Ui!!!"

“Ui” is the Hawaiian translation of the Middle English word “halowen” which is understood to mean “to shout or call out in order to attract the attention of another person.”  “Ui” is also the translation for an Old French word, “halloer”, which means “to follow after with much noise.”


But I would not characterize the Hawaiian version of the Middle English or Old French as a noisy shout.  If anything I always remember using the word to attract the attention of another person but in a much gentler fashion.  There is a way to say it without sounding or appearing crass or rude especially when the intention is to attract the attention of someone in a crowd. “Ui!!!”  

The reason I say there is a way to say it without sounding or appearing crass or rude is it continues to be my experience that I could be in the middle of a very crowded public area – the airport, a shopping mall, a restaurant, the middle of Grand Central Station in New York where over 700,000 pass through every day  – and if I recognize a friend or family member who is Hawaiian or from Hawaiÿi and say “Ui!!!” almost always only that person will turn around to look for the person making that sound.  

You may wonder what would happen if I was in the middle of a situation where most of the folks were Hawaiians or from Hawaiÿi.  Chances are others would turn and look and in that instant know if the call was to them.  But that call would be ultimately be recognized by only one person.

The use of the word to call out and attract the attention of another suggests that the relationship between the one speaking and the one responding is a primary relationship that is valued.  That is what I feel is at the heart of the story of Samuel, Eli, and God.

God calls out to Samuel by name – “Samuel!  Samuel!”  We are told that Samuel did not yet know God.  I would like to think that Samuel would have responded much, much sooner if God had called out to him, “Ui, Samuela!  Ui!!!”


When Samuel hears his name being called in the night, he thinks it is Eli who is calling him.  He is slow to realize that it might be God who is speaking.  


But it would be wrong for us to condemn Eli for his inability to recognize what was happening to Samuel.  After all the opening verse makes a point we cannot ignore.  It is written that: “The word of the Lord was rare in those days, visions were not widespread” (1 Samuel 3:1).
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The fact that the lack of such visions had reached this point became a source of uncertainty for Eli who was already with eyesight so dim he could not see.  But it is Eli who determines that the source of the voice is God.


So Samuel responds and becomes a prophet.  He anoints kings.  He rejects some.  He intercedes with God on Israel’s behalf and guides the conscience of the people (1 Samuel 12:23).  In the same way that God called Samuel by name so it is that God calls out to each of us by name.  

And in the same way that Jesus called Philip and Nathanael to a life of discipleship, so it is that God calls each of us by name to be haumäna or disciples of Jesus Christ.  At the heart of the story of the call by Jesus to Philip and Nathanael is the sense that theirs was also a primary relationship that to be valued.

Jesus found Philip and without hesitation said, “Follow me.”  When Nathanael asks Jesus, “Where did you get to know me?”  Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”


There is a part of me that would like to think that Jesus could have said, “Ui!!! Phillip.  Ui!!! Nathanael.  “’E hahai mai ÿoe iaÿu .’  Follow me."

Philip and Nathanael became apostles and accompanied Jesus during his ministry.  They received his teachings and observed his actions and followed his instructions.  

What are we to say of ourselves?  What is my ministry?  What is your ministry?  What is God asking me; asking you to be and to do through this church or the faith community to which you belong?


We are ending our “Hepedoma” or “Week of Prayer” today.  It has been a time to be silent, to be still.  It has been a time to discern what God wants us to be and to do as a part of the ministry of this church.  It has been a time to listen carefully and to say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”
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God calls us each by name.  The challenge we will always face is whether or not we are listening because it will be through our listening that we will recognize God's voice.  In that recognition we will respond as did Samuel, Philip, and Nathanael, and to a life of service.  In that recognition we will respond as did others throughout history like the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Möÿï wahine  Liliÿuokalani.  We remember and commemorate the legacy of their faith and faithfulness this week for like Samuel, Dr. King was a prophet.  Like Philip and Nathanael, Liliÿuokalani was a disciple.

Today, we have invited you to respond to the ways in which you may make a commitment to “contribute to the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:4-13:13) through the various ministries of this church and the churches from which you have come.  By doing so we will build together spiritually – a dwelling place for God (Ephesians 2:19-22) – in each human heart.  By doing so, we will come to see in each heart, in each other’s hearts a recognition that will cause us to call out to one another time and time again, “Ui!!!
 

Amen.
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