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“Renewing the face of the ground"
Acts 2:1-21 & John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
In ancient Hawai‘i the Makahiki season was celebrated as a festival beginning about the middle of October and lasting about four months.  It was a time when sports and religious festivities were held.  It was a time when there was also a kapu or ban on war.
And it was a time of harvest.  It has been said that Lono, the ancient god of agriculture, first landed on Maui bringing with him the techniques of the farmer and became patron of the fertility of the land.  He is closely associated with sweet potatoes and many plants and he is also closely associated with rain clouds and heavy rains that replenished and renewed the earth (Nä Pule Kahiko: Ancient Hawaiian Prayers, June Gutmanis, Editions Limited, Honolulu, 1983, page 6).
For our grandparents and parents and for those of us who remember growing up in Hawai‘i in the 1950s, there was no harvest of sweet potatoes or taro or other plants.  Most of our lives were dominated by an agricultural economy that was dependent primarily on sugar cane and pineapple.  For those of us who grew up on the Kona coast of the island of Hawai‘i the primary crop was not sugar cane or pineapple, but coffee.
All of our lives and everything we did were regulated by the growing seasons for sugar cane, pineapple, and coffee.  And in a place like Kona where I was born and raised, it meant that the starting and ending of the school year was set to coincide with the first harvest of ripened coffee berries.

While families and neighbors managed to grow vegetables and fruits for their own consumption there was not much one could do with sugar cane, pineapple or coffee on the dinner table.  It was the money from the harvests that paid for our food and clothing and other necessities.  
It is ironic that in a land that was once self-sufficient with taro and fish that we were no longer able to eat what we actually harvested.  Thankfully our families and neighbors still went fishing and crabbing.  

If there were seasons of harvest on the land – for sugar cane, pineapple, and coffee – there were also seasons of harvest in the sea - fishing and crabbing, picking ‘opihi (limpets) and limu (seaweed) and much more.  In time our economy clearly changed from agriculture to tourism and the military and we found ourselves realizing that there was now a tourist season and a season when the military engaged in its war games on our islands and in our ocean.
Today is Pentecost Sunday.  It was originally celebrated as an agricultural festival, a time when the ancient Hebrews were expected to show gratitude to God for the season’s first harvest.  Although that also has clearly changed, it is a day that continues to be observed in both Judaism and Christianity (Harper’s Bible Dictionary, Paul J. Achtemeier, Harper & Row, Publishers, San Francisco, 1971, page 769).  
In Judaism the customary name for the observance is the Feast of Weeks or Shavuot. 
The dating of the festival was marked as the fiftieth day after the first day of Passover.
In later centuries, when Pentecost began to lose its association with agriculture it became increasingly associated with the religious history of the ancient Hebrews.  Sometime after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  Pentecost was transformed into an observance of the  giving of the ten commandments or Torah on Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:1).  
The dating of the festival was interpreted to mean that the interval between Passover and the arrival at Sinai was fifty days.  Today, Judaism continues to observe Shavout as a time of thanksgiving for Torah (Op. cit.).
In Christianity, Pentecost was first celebrated in the first century.  When the Apostle Paul writes to the church in Corinth that he plans to stay in Ephesus until Pentecost (1 Corinthians 16:8), he expects his readers to understand that Pentecost had become a Christian observance.

It is in our first reading from The Acts of the Apostles that we are given a description of the first Pentecost after the death and resurrection of Jesus.  In our reading, the apostles and others have gathered in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.
A sound is heard “like the rush of a violent wind” (Acts 2:2) from heaven.  It is followed by “tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each of them” (Acts 2:3).  As a result voices are heard that speak in languages other than their own and they were understood by those who were there from many different nations.

It was the Apostle Peter who interpreted the event as a fulfillment of the prophecy by Joel (Joel 2:28-32).  Peter proclaimed that the last days had arrived and that Jesus had been raised from the dead.  When he called for repentance, it is said that about three thousand persons were added to their number.

What makes our reading significant is that the events associated with Pentecost constitute the fulfillment not only of the prophecy of Joel but also the promise of Jesus.  Prior to his departure Jesus had said, “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Our reading contains the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise.  In that way it has come to have special significance not only for the church on that first Pentecost after Jesus’ death and resurrection but for the church in every succeeding generation. 
We give thanks the Spirit empowers us to be witnesses to the ends of the earth but we also give thanks that the Spirit not only empowers us but renews the face of the ground or the earth itself (Psalm 104:27-30).  If we are to learn any lesson from our ancient ancestors, whether Hebrew or Hawaiian, it is to more fully appreciate the ways in which they relied on God as creator and provider.
As we gather here in Mäkena on this Pentecost Sunday we come mindful that it is God “who brings forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden the human heart and bread to strengthen the human heart” (Psalm 104:14b, 15a, 15c).  So we come to share the bread and the cup and to give thanks for the promised fulfilled.  Mahalo Ke Akua!
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