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“Tell no one"
Mark 5:21-43
The phrase has probably appeared elsewhere.  When I saw it for the first time it was on the cover of the 2004-2005 Desk Calendar and Plan Book for the United Church of Christ, of which our congregation is a member.  It said, "If you think getting up Sunday morning is hard, try rising from the dead."
I did let out a laugh when I received my copy of the calendar a couple of years ago.  I laughed not so much because I thought the phrase was funny as much as I thought that it was very clever, clever enough to make me laugh.  

I take the phrase to heart when I find myself getting up before the chickens on Sunday morning in order to get from Wailuku to Mäkena for our early morning worship every week.  It’s not my intention to make light of what happens to us when we go through the process of death and dying.  While Jesus did perform many, many miracles bringing a dead person back to life is not one that occurs with any frequency in the Bible and perhaps for good reason. 
In our reading from The Gospel According to Mark, God’s capacity to give life and healing becomes exemplified in Jesus, who heals the hemorrhaging woman and raises the daughter of Jairus. (Preaching Through the Christian Year – B, Craddock, Hayes, Holladay, & Tucker, Trinity Press International, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 1993, page 322).  What makes the text of particular interest to me is the way in which Jesus strictly orders those who were in the room at the time that Jairus’ daughter was raised from the dead that no one should know what happened.  
This same story is also recorded in The Gospel According to Luke.  In Luke’s account Jesus explicitly orders the girl’s parents to tell no one what had happened (Luke 8:56).  I’ve often wondered why Jesus felt it necessary to keep what happened to Jairus’ daughter a secret.

There are a number of explanations.   All seem plausible.  Even as Jesus heals the hemorrhaging woman and raises Jairus’ daughter from death he is already turning toward Jerusalem and his own death.  Some say Jesus did not want to confuse others over the uses of his power in the hour of his death.  Tell no one.
There are others who say he may have been concerned about those who sought for signs and miracles as the source of faith.  What greater demonstration of the power of God over death could there be than the miracle of the resurrection.  Tell no one.
But Mark rejects the notion that miracles give birth to faith.  Instead he asserts that faith in the face of death is what brings life and salvation.  

Some say Jesus did not want others to know what happened because it meant that he would fall under the scrutiny of others in the community and in the synagogue.  After all, it has been argued that his capacity to bring healing and life cannot be reduced to a miracle that was solely medical or a blessing that was solely private.  Religious and social factors were also clearly prominent.
Because Jairus’ daughter is dead it is believed that the corpse is unclean and certain taboos must now be put in place (Leviticus 21).  Because the woman had a discharge of blood she is considered by everyone – family, friends, neighbors, and priests – to be an outcast (Leviticus 15:25-30).  Tell no one.
The Jesus who responded to foreigners (Mark 5:1-20) is now among his own people.  By healing the woman and the girl Jesus moves across religious and social barriers to offer God’s healing.   The woman and the girl were healed not only of their physical ailments but of the stigma they felt from those in the surrounding community and in the synagogue.

The story of the healing of the woman and the girl is not simply our belief about Jesus, but a mandate for our own behavior toward others.  
God’s capacity to give life and healing is not only to free us from the ailments that plaque our physical lives.  It is also to free us from religious and social barriers we have constructed in large part because of our own fears and prejudices.
It may be said that God also seeks to free us from all the walls we have built up not only between the borders of nations but within our own hearts.  When Fred Pratt Green wrote the words to the hymn, “O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come,” in 1967 he recognized that our deepest need is for wholeness and that entails a healing of body, mind, and spirit.  

He wrote, “In conflicts that destroy our health we recognize the world’s disease.  Yet in our hearts we would confess that wholeness is our deepest need.”  

Cameron came by the office with his wife Linda yesterday.  Cameron explained that the surgeon removed several lymph nodes and was able to locate the source of the cancer.  All of the surgical staples were removed last Thursday.  The marks from the surgery were clearly visible on the right side of his neck.

He said there is numbness on that side of his face and that some feeling may return but it’s likely that the numbness affecting his right ear will be permanent.  He also explained that the surgery required an incision through a nerve area that would have affected his right arm if it was not restored properly.   
Cameron’s surgery was serious.  There was cause for concern.  Cameron was concerned.  Linda was concerned.  We were concerned.

I wanted to let you know that despite all that he has been through over the last two weeks the twinkle in his eye remains.  His sense of humor and his smile are intact.  
Rezner Chavez, one of the children who is active in our Sunday School Program, recently described Cameron in the following way.  It is the Cameron we all know.  

Rezner said, “He is so funny.  He blows the horn (conch) before church.  One day he dressed up as Santa Claus.  He wore a Santa hat.  He gives me noogies.”

In the weeks and months ahead Cameron will be undergoing chemotherapy and radiation treatments.  The treatments are intended to help Cameron heal physically. 

But for Cameron and for any of us who have fallen ill we know that physical healing is one of several steps we must take along the way to wholeness.  The other steps include a healing of the mind and a healing of the spirit.

I give thanks to God that Cameron is on his way – one step at a time.

As we gather here today to share the broken bread we are mindful of God’s healing presence.  Centuries ago, Jesus uttered the following to his disciples:  “This is my body which is broken for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Out of the brokenness of our own lives we will find wholeness in the brokenness of Jesus Christ.  Thanks be to God.
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