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"Hänau ÿia ÿO Iesü:  Jesus Was Born"
Isaiah 52:7-10 & John 1:1-14

What are we to say on Christmas Day except that "Jesus was born."  Our reading from The Gospel According to John does not include a nativity song like the one we find in Luke, but it does include a hymn to Christ.  Our reading does not have a story of birth, but it does proclaim that Jesus became a human being and lived among humankind (John 1:14).  

Our reading does not say that the one conceived by the Holy Spirit would be the Son of God, but it does say that the One who became flesh was with God from the beginning, and what God was, he was (John 1:1).  And our reading does not say that God's Son was wrapped n swaddling cloths, lying in a manger, but it does say that the revelation of God in Jesus was concealed, if not hidden, veiled in the flesh (John 1:14).


For all of what our reading does not have, it is still an appropriate text for us on this Christmas Day.  For John the story of Christmas is encapsulated in verse 14:  "And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth."

So we say:  "Hänau ÿia ÿo Iesü.  Jesus was born."

The Hawaiian phrase hänau ÿia forms the basis for the recitation of what we know as our moÿoküÿauhau or geneaology.  The phrase becomes an emphatic declaration of birth.


If you have occasion to hear someone's moÿoküÿauhau, you know what I mean.  The voice, the gesture of the chanter seems to mimic the birthing process. 

On a day such as this it is fitting that we celebrate the birth of Jesus by also celebrating the birth of three infants who will be baptized on this day.  Julia was born in February to Eric and Debbie Twelker of Kirkland, Washington.  


Eric and Debbie were married here on August 8, 2000.  She is their first born.


Külia was born in March to Greg and Merrill Kaufman of Mäkena.  She is the fourth of four girls to be born to the Kaufman ÿohana.  Morgan was born on December 7, 2005 and is the most recent to be born.  He is the second born child of Lonny and Laurie Kelley of Kïhei.


I know that with the birth of Juila, Külia, and Morgan there was cause for rejoicing in each family.  In the same way that Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem to do what was customary, so it is that Eric, Debbie, Greg, Merrill, Lonny, and Laurie have brought Julia, Külia, and Morgan to the church here in Mäkena to do what has become customary.


And in the same way that we celebrate the birth of Jesus, so we celebrate their births.  As we rejoice that Jesus was hänau, so we also rejoice that Julia, Külia, and Morgan were hänau.


Whatever our hopes and dreams may be for them and for all of our children, we give thanks in knowing that Jesus came to us, sent from God.  We give thanks in knowing that through him the Spirit has been given to sustain us and our children throughout our own life's journeys.


We will tell the world of the birth of our children and we will tell the world of the birth of the Child born on Christmas Day.  We will tell it on the mountaintop and along the seashore that Jesus was born.  


Amen.
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