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"Transformation"
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 & Mark 9:2-9

"We don't talk about the war," he said.  "It's too difficult.  When we get together for dinner or any other social event, we resign ourselves to talking about more 'pleasant' things."

"Besides," he continued, "the war seems so far away.  Who wants to argue about whether or not the war is right or wrong?"  Such comments may be made by someone about every war, in every place, and in every time.  

The text for our “Call to Worship” this morning comes from 46th chapter of The Psalms (46).  It is a hymn of praise to God for Jerusalem and the Temple.  The psalm was composed in response to the way in which the city and Temple escaped being destroyed by the Assyrian army in 701 B.C.E. (2 Kings 18:13-19:36).  It is a psalm that celebrates God's ultimate victory over the nations (Psalm 46).  

The psalmist declares:  "God makes wars to cease to the end of the earth; God breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; God burns the shields with fire" (Psalm 46:9).  Such declarations may be easier said than done given the state of affairs in our world today.


As Christians we may want to dismiss the current violence between Sunni and Shiite Muslims in Iraq as an indication of a religion bereft of any spiritual value.  We pride ourselves in believing that unlike the faith of a people who seem hell-bent on destroying each other, our faith  as Christians is a living faith in the One true God of peace, even as we continue to declare war on others.  

What began as a war between nations three years ago in Iraq may now become a civil war.  Ironically there is nothing “civil” about the war between the Sunni and Shiite Muslims.  As we approach the fourth year of the war whatever peace we may have hoped for remains an illusion.

If we are to believe the declarations of the psalmist we must question:  "How will God make the war in that far away place cease?  How will God break, shatter, and destroy our weapons and the weapons of our enemies?"


I do not mean to trivialize the painful and tragic aspects of war but the late American comedian Oliver Hardy always said it best when he would turn to his fellow comedianStan Laurel after a bit of a row and say:  "Now look at what a fine mess you've gotten us into!"   It would be easy to fault Laurel for all of their mishaps, but the truth is Hardy shared some responsibility for whatever transpired.  


To say of ourselves that we are in a bit of a mess would be an understatement.  If we hold fast to the words of the psalmist, we must ask again:  "How will God bring us out of the mess we are in?  How will God bring the war or any war to an end?  How will we find our way out of the darkness of war and into the light of  peace?"

In our reading from The Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul offers us hope.  He writes of the faith we share in Jesus Christ:  "For it is the God who said 'Let light shine out of darkness,' who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Corinthians 4:6).  

How will God make wars cease and how will God break, shatter, and destroy our weapons?  It will begin through the commitment we make to wage peace, not war.  


Waging peace will require a transformation of our hearts, a transformation of our very being.  It will not come through whether we win a debate of the merits of waging war or waging peace.  It will not come through whether we change our personal opinions or political views.  
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It will come when we are transformed by the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  That is what makes today's reading from The Gospel According to Mark significant.


The transfiguration of Jesus on a high mountain is described as a vision shared by Peter, James and John (Mark 9:7).  Whatever else happened that day on the mountain – the white light that covered Jesus' clothes; the appearance of Elijah and Moses; Peter's insistence that they build three dwellings or tents for Elijah, Moses, and Jesus; and the cloud that overshadowed them – Peter, James, and John become aware of two things.  First, that Jesus is God’s Beloved Son.  Second, that they are to listen to him!

And what is it that they hear?   Among many things Jesus says, "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  But I say to you, 'Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for God makes the sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.  For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?" (Matthew 5:43-46; Luke 6:27-28, 32-36).


How different our faith would be if Jesus said, "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  I say to you, 'Hate your enemy.  If they persecute you, persecute them.  If they bomb you, bomb them.  If they abuse you, torture them.  If they speak all manner of evil against you, curse them.'"


Instead we are mindful that we must do otherwise.  The transfiguration of Jesus Christ then is about our own transfiguration.  It is about being transformed like Peter, James and John in such a way that we become beacons of light and hope in a world that is so often filled with darkness and despair.
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On a day Jesus went up another mountain, a crowd gathered and he said to them, "You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to God in heaven" (Matthew 5:14-16).


"How will God make the war in that far away place cease?  How will God break, shatter, and destroy our weapons and the weapons of our enemies?"  It will be through the commitment we make be a light to the world.  If we are indeed the light of the world, then let us be a light of hope and peace not only to the nations but to each other.  Amen.
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