Annual Master Guitar Concert

Thursday, August 17, 2006
On Thursday, August 17th  guitar virtuoso and composer Benjamin Verdery returns once again to Mäkena with guitarists who journey to Maui every summer to take a one-week master class under his tutelage.  Verdery is the Chair  of the Guitar Department at the Yale University School of Music. 

The culmination of the weeklong class includes two concert series by the participants first at Keawalaÿi Congregational Church in Mäkena on Thursday, August 17th and at the Lähaina Jodo Mission near Mala Wharf on Friday, August 18th.  Both events begin at 7:00 p.m.  The repertoire will include original works as well as classics from many cultures.

Verdery has performed and taught master classes throughout Europe, Mexico, Canada, and South America.  He had recorded and performed with such diverse artists as Frederic Hand, Leo  Kottke, Anthony  Newman, Jessye  Norman, Paca  Peoa, Hermann Prey, and John Williams.  He regularly performs flute and guitar concerts with the Schmidt/Verdery Duo and with his ensemble, Ufonia.

His enthusiastic love of music, his delightful sense of humor, and the excellent artistic skill of the master class attendees, guarantees an exciting and gratifying concert.  There is no charge for the concert, which is con-sponsored each year by the Board of Deacons and the Music Ministry Program of Keawalaÿi Congregational Church.  Any contributions that are received will be allocated to the Music Ministry 
Program.  

‘Aha Papa Hïmeni ‘O Hawai‘i

Friday, August 18 – Sunday, August 20, 2006

The 2006 ÿAha Papa Hïmeni O Hawaiÿi will be hosted by Waiola Congregational Church in Lähaina.  Participants from Hawaiian congregations throughout the state are expected to attend.  

The  weekend  retreat  will be held from Friday, August 18 - Sunday, August 20, 2004.  Several members of Nä Leo Nahenahe, the adult choir of Keawalaÿi Congregational Church will be attending.

The weekend will include fun and fellowship as well as work and worship.  The retreat will be under the leadership of Kahu Richard Kamanu and Samuel Kaÿauwai.  Stephen Haines and Ellen Caringer of the Music Ministry Team of Keawalaÿi Congregational Church will be lending their support as musicians.

United Church of Christ (USA)
what assurance in my soul.

On the stormy sea, Jesus speaks to me,

 and the billows cease to roll.

The gospel reading for June 25th, the 49th anniversary of the United  Church  of Christ, is the familiar story in Mark of Jesus quieting the storm. "Peace, be still!"  The seas do seem stormy, and   the   boat  fragile   as   we  observe  another  anniversary  of  our  beloved  church.  Yet  amid  all that challenges, Christ's presence continues to be felt in and through our church.

Response to Katrina

We celebrate the fact that, over the past several months, loves have been touched and service opportunities have become available in the devastated Gulf Coast region.  This is due to your  generosity  and  the  ongoing  work of our National Disaster  Response Ministry, Back Bay Mission, the New Orleans Association, the South Central Conference, and local churches.  Work camps  from  across the UCC are in New Orleans and Biloxi each week helping restore homes and hope.

New congregations are being developed to meet the needs of displaced people.  Prophetic voices are being raised by the UCC and others, calling not just for rebuilding, but for a just rebuilding of the Gulf Coast.  And in Florida, UCC volunteer groups are still hard at work restoring communities following earlier hurricanes, communities often forgotten by the media but not by the church.

"Stillspeaking"

Our church has experienced a wonderful revival of energy and  new  life  through  The Stillspeaking Initiative.  We  continue to receive affirmation for our third "God is still speaking" commercial, "Ejector," shown  this  past Easter season.  Ron Buford's resignation from the leadership of this Initiative may be unsettling to some who wonder about the future of this significant movement in the life of our church, even though he will continue to assist in a consulting role.  

But plans are underway to reshape the staff to be able to lead us  forward  in  exciting  ways  this fall, implementing the Executive  Council's  transition  strategy  for more deeply incorporating the gifts of "Stillspeaking" into the whole life of    the   church.  And   we   are   excited   by  emerging  Congregational Vitality Initiative – CVI – which promises significant new resources for our local churches.
Hartford in 2007

We are grateful and relieved that General Synod will still be in Hartford next June.  The unwillingness of the owners and managers of the planned venue for our 50th anniversary to negotiate in good faith with unions representing low wage hotel and convention center workers left us with no choice but  to  look  for  a  new  site.  A  wonderful  coalition  of conference, government, and business leaders helped us find a new site in Hartford even as we took a bold stand for justice for the working poor.

Insurance Concerns

We are encouraged by the work of the directors of the United Church of Christ Insurance Board and their new President, Cathy Green.  The instability of the Conferences' property and liability program has been of deep concern to the whole church.  Word from the UCCIB that they are well along the way toward a redesigned program that will restore stability and growth to that important ministry is good news for all of us.

Sorrow, loss, and change

With the whole church we have been profoundly saddened by the decision of United Church of Christ congregations to leave the denomination since the 2005 General Synod.  Most recently, we have received the very disappointing news that the Assembly of the Iglesia Evangelica Unida de Puerto Rico, our Puerto Rico Conference, has voted to disaffiliate with from our church.

These departures bring sorrow, loss, and change, and will require significant work to ensure that United Church of Christ legacies are preserved and graceful transitions made possible.  We will also need to explore how we might relate to the IEUPR as an independent church, possibly drawing from models found in existing global partnerships.  As we pray  for  those who left, we will also look for ways that members  in   those  congregations   or  the  Puerto  Rico Conference who want to remain in fellowship with the UCC can do so.  Meanwhile, we rejoice at the 65 congregations across the  country  that  are in development or seeking to affiliate with the United Church of Christ.
We are humbled by messages we receive from many of our national and global partners who speak of the power of our witness to justice and peace here and in their own contexts.  This is especially true in places like the Middle East where our voice on behalf of the right of Palestinians to a secure homeland and a capital in Jerusalem remains resolute, or in the Philippines where pastors and lay workers who stand for justice have been assassinated, or in Darfur, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, and  so  many  other places where our gifts are helping to care for victims of war and disaster.

Our  witness  also  includes  a  readiness to challenge the policies of our own country – seen, for example, in thousands of UCC members calling for just immigration policies.  As one of our partners said recently, that kind of speaking out "is a strong sigh of your church's commitment for justice, peace and the integrity of creation, and it shows anew that we have to discern the different voices of the American society."

Summer 2006

On this anniversary Sunday, 3,000 UCC and Disciples women are concluding their "Mix in 06," a time of imagining God's call to mission and ministry within the context of our Ecumenical Partnership.  The Council for Hispanic Ministries has  just  concluded  three  successful days of long-range planning.  We look forward to other special gatherings this summer of Pacific Island Asian American Ministries, United Black  Christians, and  Ministers  for  Racial, Social, and Economic Justice. 

Regional youth events will take place across the church, along with full schedules of outdoor ministry, mission trips, and  vacation  church  school  programs.  The  sixth UCC Musicians  national  Network  conference  will  be held in August.  It will be a full summer of faith formation.

50th Anniversary

Observance of the 49th anniversary reminds us that we will soon begin a yearlong celebration of the 50th anniversary of the United Church of Christ.  Special events on All Saints' Sunday, November 5th, will include a nationwide web cast event.  Commemorative  publications, special educational resources, church-wide conversations about our ministry into the future, and of course the 50th Anniversary General Synod will highlight a year long celebration.  Every local church is invited to send four members to this Synod in Hartford, June 22-26. We hope you will want to come to this once in a lifetime event, and, as our anniversary logo announces, "Let it shine."
We are grateful for your continued prayers and generosity, which  give tangible expression to the comforting words of Jesus amid the storm.  Know that we are committed to be faithful  stewards  of  your  gifts  to  Our  Church's  Wider Mission – never more so than now, in financially challenging times – and we pray for you as well.  May God's peace be with you in the ministries you in Jesus' name, along with blessed days of stillness in these summer days.
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Community News
The Legacy of Hiroshima Now

From Iraq to Hawaiÿi

Sunday, August 6th
The annual Maui commemoration of the atomic bombing of the cities of Hiroshima and  Nagasaki in 1945 will be held on Sunday, August 6th at 7:00 p.m., at ÿÏao Congregational  Church, 2371  West Vineyard, Wailuku.  These weapons of mass destruction, the only nuclear bombs that have ever been intentionally exploded on human beings, were dropped by the United  States on thousands of civilians in Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end of World War II.
Organizers for the event noted:  "As we remind ourselves every year about this serious and frightening step toward the potential exchange of nuclear weapons between countries, we also look this year at the less known but continuous use of radioactive weapons which we continue to use."  Speakers at this year's gathering  will look at what depleted uranium weapons are, how they are a by-product of the nuclear energy industry, what the medical effects are on U.S. soldiers and civilians who are exposed to these weapons,  how and where they have been used by the military in Hawaiÿi, and what can be done to safeguard soldiers and civilians.

The speakers will include Karen Chun, energy engineer; Dr. Janette Sherman, MD, of Alexandria, Virginia; the Rev. Layton Zimmer; Lance Holter, Chairperson of the Maui Chapter of the Sierra Club, and Representative Brian Schatz fro the Hawaiÿi State Legislature.

The program will also include interfaith representatives and prayer, music and refreshments.  The annual commemoration is  sponsored  by ÿÏao  Congregational  Church, the  Maui Interfaith Community Peace Coalition, Maui Peace Action, and the MCC Peace Club.  The program is free and open to the public.

For more information, call 573-3255.

Looking Ahead!
2006 - Give Aloha

Throughout the Month of September

Fred Lulof, a member of the Board of Trustees, is coordinating this year's "Give Aloha" program.  "Give Aloha" is Foodland's Annual Community Matching Gifts Program which directs its charitable   giving    to   various   community   groups   and organizations.  All  Hawaiÿi  501 (c)(3)   organizations  are invited to participate in the program each year.

The organization code for Keawalaÿi Congregational Church is 78299.  

Throughout the month of September, customers are invited to make a donation of up to $249 per person per organization at the checkout counter of any Foodland or Sack N Save stores statewide.  Foodland will match a portion of each donation.

You  must  use  your  Maikaÿi  Card  to  make  a donation.  Donations exceeding $249 per person per organization will not be matched.  Donations made without a Maikaÿi Card will not be matched.  In addition, multiple donations on a Maikaÿi Card exceeding $249 for the same organization will not be matched.

If you do not have Maikaÿi Card you may request one at the checkout counter.

This year Foodland and the Western Union Foundation will match up to a total of at least $300,000 for all organizations combined.  If total customer donations exceed $3000,000 matching  gifts  will  be  divided proportionately among all participating organizations.  Since the program began in 1999, a total of $8 million has been raised for the community.

Foodland and Western Union Foundation will match a portion of each donation, not "dollar for dollar."  Donations in the form of cash, check or charge (VISA, Mastercard, American Express, Discover, JTB) will be accepted.  Each donation must be made payable to Foodland or Sack N Save.  The donation amount  and  name of the organization will appear on your receipt.

To participate in the program, please register online at:  givealoha@foodland.com.  Confirmation of your participation will be sent to you by email.  At that time you will gain access to Give Aloha 2006 information and promotional materials.

Total  gifts to organizations will be announced the week of October 6, the week of Maurice J. 'Sully' Sullivan's birth.   

If you have any questions prior to confirmation, please contact Summer Ornellas at 735-7319 or 1-8766-365-6950 or Sheryl Toda at 735-7318.

Matteo's/Keawalaÿi

Lunch and/or Dinner Benefit

September 25-30, 2006

October 2-7, 2006

Matteo's Pizzeria in Wailea and Keawalaÿi Congregational Church in Mäkena will be sponsoring a joint fundraiser for the Local Mission Fund of the church.  The Local Mission Fund provides grants to support individuals and families in need throughout local communities on Maui, Molokaÿi, and Länaÿi.

The twelve day fundraiser includes a lunch or dinner for adults and children from Matteo's menu.  A spaghetti and meatball meal with salad and bread will be available for adults at a cost of $10.  A pizza and soft drink meal will be available for children ages 1-10 for $5.00.

Matteo's is closed on Sundays.  Take-out  orders are available by  calling  874-1234  or   you  may  eat  at the restaurant.  

Matteo's is located at 100 ÿIke Drive in Wailea  From the east end of Piÿilani Highway drive down the hill towards the Shop at Wailea.  Take the third left turn.  From the Wailea Alanui, go up the hill toward Piÿilani Highway and take the first right turn.

Calendar at A Glance
Sun. 6th
Choir Intensive

11:30 a.m. – Hale Pule

Sun. 13th
Board of Deacons

11:30 a.m. – Hale O Kukahiko

Thurs. 17th
Ben Verdery Master Guitar Concert

7:00 p.m. – Hale Pule

Fri. 10th – Sun. 20th 

ÿAha Papa Hïmeni O Hawaiÿi

Hawaiian Choir Retreat

Waiola Congregational Church

Lähaina

Thurs. 24th
Outreach Committee

6:00 p.m. – Hale O Kukahiko
Sun 29th  

Board of Trustees

11:30 a.m. – Hale O Kukahiko
* * *

September 2005

Sun. 3rd
Choir Rehearsal – Intensive

11:30 a.m. – Hale Pule

Sun. 10th
Board of Deacons

11:30 a.m. – Hale O Kukahiko

Sun. 17th
Board of Trustees

11:30 a.m. – Hale O Kukahiko

Thurs. 21st
Outreach Committee

6:00 p.m. – Hale O Kukahiko

Sun. 24th
Third Quarterly Congregational Meeting

11:30 a.m. – Hale Pule
