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It was not long after we sat down over dinner on Christmas day that Georgie asked if I ever played Wii.  At first I wasn't quite sure what she was asking.
"We were playing it with Gregory and Gracie earlier in the day," she said.  "It's fun!"

Then I realized she meant "Wii.  W-i-i.  Not W-e as in  'We' or 'W-e-e-e!' as in Weee! but W-i-i as in Wii."  I also realized that I am pretty much out of the loop when it comes to video game consoles like Wii or X-box.  

I called Bob Brem, one of our deacons and a computer programmer for one of the companies at the Maui Research & Technology Park in Kïhei, and said I needed his help with the sermon for today.  At first he sounded surprised, "You're asking me?"

"It's a technical question," I said and then I explained my conversation with Georgie at the Christmas day dinner.  "I need a description about what the Wii system is and how it works."

Bob responded, "It's a video game console.  The system has an interface that detects motion.  So you can get up and move around whether it's playing tennis or ping pong, golf or baseball."
"Who makes Wii?"  I asked.  "Nintendo," Bob replied.  "But they are not easy to come by.  The graphics may not be as good as some of the other systems but the motion detection is what makes it so popular."

"How much does a system cost?" I asked.  

"About $200.00," he answered.

"Wow!" I thought without saying anything to him.

I started thinking about what I looked forward to seeing under the Christmas tree when I was growing up.  "You remember the log cabins?" I asked.

Bob said, "You mean the Lincoln cabins?"  

"Yeah, but we called them log cabins.  And we had tinker toys too and it was a big deal for us to get a set of Chinese checkers," I added.

"We had those too," Bob replied.

"The one thing that always got to me though," I found myself telling Bob, "was getting white handkerchiefs.  I never quite figured that out.  If you're a kid why would you want to blow your nose on something that clean."

Bob remembered, "Sometimes we would get an electric train."  

"That would have been a big deal for us," I said.

And so it was that we remembered the gifts of years past.  Two hundred dollars would have covered the costs for a lot of Chinese checkers with enough left over for more than a few electric trains.  I suppose the one thing that seems comparable between the Wii system and Chinese checkers is that they both sound Chinese.

It's easy to get lost in the rush of Christmas day and to wonder what others may have gotten for Christmas.  It seems that we wait all year long for that one special gift.

Lucy from the comic strip “Peanuts” spent the last several days protesting what she believes is nothing worse than a “post-Christmas let-down.”  “A deep depression sets in . . . your bones,” she tells Charlie Brown, “You feel tired all over.”

“What’s a sure cure for ‘post-Christmas let-down?’” she wonders.

Schroeder offers his solution:  “Pat a puppy on the head.”  And for a moment it seems to work for Lucy but it leaves Snoopy wondering:  “And how do I cure my post-Christmas let-down?”
It may be that some of us may be feeling like Lucy or Snoopy.  If there is a cure for any of us it is in knowing that Christmas is not about the gifts we give to one another but about the long-awaited gift we all received in the birth of Jesus.  We may wait all year long for that one special gift of a video game or Chinese checkers, but Simeon and Anna waited a lifetime for the promised gift of a Messiah, (Luke 2:26) a promised that was fulfilled the day Mary and Joseph arrived at the temple with the baby Jesus.
In our reading from The Gospel According to Luke we are made aware that Jesus was raised within the practices of the Jewish faith.  During the 40 days following the birth of a son, a mother was not to enter the temple sanctuary.  At the end of the 40-day period, she took a lamb to be offered as a thanksgiving sacrifice and a turtledove or pigeon as an act of penitence.  If a person had limited financial resources, two turtledoves or two pigeons would be offered in place of a lamb or a bird.
The time had come for Mary to go to the temple for purification and for Jesus to be dedicated.  (Luke 2:22-23)  In the temple, Joseph and Mary meet Anna and Simeon.  
Simeon and Anna are presented as faithful, elderly Jews and it is likely that they were also poor.  He is described as a "righteous and devout" man and she is described as a woman of "great age" who "worshiped at the temple with fasting and prayers night and day."

Some scholars suggest that Simeon and Anna are representatives of the anawim, the "poor ones" who relied solely upon God for their sustenance.  They waited in hope for God's promised savior.

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon greets Jesus as God's long-awaited gift for all peoples.  He blesses Mary and Joseph and he foretells the way in which people's responses to Jesus will bring conflicts that affect even them.  They are amazed by what Simeon was saying about their new born son.
Anna sees Jesus in the temple and tells others about the child – others who were also longing for God's saving power to be made known to them.  Both Anna and Simeon respond to the gift of Jesus by praising God.  What makes their response significant is the fact that this is the first time human beings recognize who Jesus is and what his birth signifies for all of humankind.  The long-awaited gift has been given.
We join them in proclaiming that the good news of God's saving love and care is among us now – and will be among us even more fully in the time to come – as those who are poor and weary are lifted up, strengthened and healed.  Yes, Christmas day is about family and food and fun but it is also about faith – about believing that God has come to us in the birth of a child.

Amen.
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