New Members Received

Sunday, May 11, 2008

Seven new General Members and two new Associate Members became a part of the ÿohana of  Keawalaÿi  Congregational Church on Pentecost Sunday, May 11, 2008.  Joseph  McDermott of Kïhei and Carlsbad, California, grew up in California.  "I work in real estate in San Diego, enjoy all sports, and focus mainly on my family," he said.  Of his desire to become a General Member of the church Joe said:  "Simply put, Keawalaÿi Church is a place I feel spiritually inspired.  I have only been a few places in my life that have made me feel that way.  That combined with the message the church offers, provides and encourages me to become a member."

Suzanne Pemberton of Kïhei was born in California but grew up in Europe and North Africa.  Suzy has worked in the airline industry for many years.  "I have been coming to Maui for 30 years and discovered the church here about four years ago, attending service during each visit.  (The church) has given me a sense of family and renewed my desire to serve God and our Lord, Jesus Christ, as an integral part of my life."  Suzy was received as a General Member.

Tamar Murray of Kïhei became a General Member.  Raised in California, New York and Georgia, she met her husband, David Michael Murray, on Oÿahu.  They have lived in    England but throughout the years they have returned to Maui.  Tamar enjoys swimming and gardening.

"I would love to become a member of Keawalaÿi Church," she said.  "My daughter,  Natasha, was baptized here by Kahu Nelson and we have attended many services over the years and have so when we are on island.  We have found the church to be a loving, nurturing place to learn about Jesus and the Word.  We would also like to be able to  contribute our time and resources as much as we can to help where needed.”

Natasha Murray of Kïhei has grown up in England and on Maui.  "I like the ocean, tennis and traveling."  In thinking about membership in the church Natasha added, "I'd like to   become a General member here because it is beautiful and I was baptized here." 

Alexandria Fankhanel of Kïhei has family in Oregon.  Alex and her husband, Buzz, were married here at Keawalaÿi.  Of her interests Alex said she enjoys "reading.  I am an avid walker .  I enjoy spending time with friends online . . . and taking photos at family get-togethers and when we travel.  Buzz and I have been spending a couple months each summer . . . traveling to Oregon, Washington, and Vancouver Island."

On her desire to become a General Member of the church she said, "I love the Lord and am thankful to be able to worship at Keawalaÿi, a very special place.  I look forward to being a part of the Keawalaÿi ÿohana."
David Michael Murray of Kïhei and Nicholas Rokicki of Kïhei were also received as General Members.  David is the husband of Tamar and father of Natasha.

Marian Rees of Bainbridge Island, Washington became an Associate Member.  Marian was born in Iowa, has lived in Los Angeles and in Bainbridge Island.  Her career has been in film and television production.

"For the twenty years vacationing on Maui, Keawalaÿi Church became our church home while in Hawaiÿi.  The   services were and are simple, pure and soulful.  Rev. Alika's and the congregation's commitment to the Hawaiian heritage was an important invitation to join this 'authenticating' church."

Anne Hopkins of Bainbridge Island, Washington also became an Associate Member.  Anne was born in Flushing, New York and spent a career in production at the Metropolitan Opera and on Broadway  before moving to California to work in television and film production.

Anne said, "From the very first visit to Keawalaÿi Church almost twenty years ago on vacation, I felt a special affinity for the beauty of its services, meaningful and inspiring  sermons and beautiful music.  The congregation has a deep and abiding service outreach to its community which I admire.  I am always moved to tears by the beautiful Hawaiian language in prayer and hymn.  It would be a privilege to extend my spiritual church membership to   include an associate membership in (Keawalaÿi)."

Aloha mai to all.
186th ÿAha Paeÿäina
"United and Uniting" is the theme for the 186th ÿAha Paeÿaina or annual meeting of the Hawaiÿi Conference – United Church of Christ (USA).  The theme is based on John 17:20-21.  The annual meeting begins with the ÿAha Iki or "small gathering" of the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches (AHEC) and the State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches (SCHCC) from Tuesday, June 10 – Thursday, June 12, 2008.

Pastors and delegates from approximately 60 Hawaiian congregations will be gathering for the AHEC and SCHCC at Päÿia Hawaiian Protestant Church in Päÿia.  This year marks the 60th anniversary of the State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Christian Churches.
Special events are scheduled for Wednesday, June 11, 2008 and will include the unveiling of a new publication that highlights the histories of all of the member churches of the council.  "Celebrating Advocacy:  Past, Present & Future" will be available for purchase on Saturday, June 14, 2008 at a    special discounted price of $15.00.

The day will also include a "Moÿolele lua ÿole" or time when unique church stories will be shared by a number of different storytellers. The day will conclude with a lüÿau at the Päÿia Community Center, located next door to Päÿia Hawaiian   Protestant Church.

The annual meeting will continue with the ÿAha Makua on Thursday, June 12 through Saturday, June 14, 2008.  The makua meeting will include pastors and delegates from the 125 member churches of the Hawaiÿi Conference of the United Church of Christ.  These include churches on Kauaÿi,   Molokaÿi, Länaÿi, Maui, Oÿahu, and Hawaiÿi islands.

Delegates from Keawalaÿi will include Loretta Brem,  Moderator; Kate Acks, Vice-Moderator, Sue Nygren,  Secretary, and Kahu Kealahou C. Alika.  
Quarterly Meeting

Sunday, June 22, 2008

The Second Quarterly Congregational Meeting for the year will be held on Sunday, June 22, 2008 beginning at 12:00 noon in the sanctuary.  General Members and Associate  Members will be receiving a Proposed Agenda and minutes of the First Quarterly Congregational Meeting by mail in     preparation for the meeting.

The agenda will include an update on the New Accessory Building that has been designed to include ADA-compliant restrooms, a storage room, and a lanai area.  The agenda will also include information on the establishment of a Keawalaÿi Endowment Fund.

A pot-luck luncheon will be hosted by the Outreach Committee.  Donations are requested, not required.  All donations will be designated to the Local Mission Fund and will be used to support individuals and families in need throughout Maui County.

Board of Mission & Outreach
One Great Hour of Sharing

Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your gift of $777.00 dated April 22, 2008.  Your donation will be used to support the One Great Hour of Sharing Fund as per your request.

Gifts to Wider Church Ministries and One Great Hour of   Sharing are utilized around the world, around the year to change lives in profound ways. Some recent examples of   supported ministries include:

United Church of Christ congregations in Connecticut welcoming Iraqi refugees to begin a new life in the United States through our ministry with Church World Service.

The home of Jenise Green, a UCC member in New Orleans, was recently dedicated after being rebuilt by UCC volunteers from across the country.  Hers is the first of many houses to be repaired, enabling countless families to return home.

Sudanese youth, living in the Hamediya refugee camp, are building a youth center where they can have a cultural library, watch TV, play football and learn skills such as carpentry,   masonry and using computers.

Because of your gifts, we are sharing resources and changing lives!

Peace,

Susan M. Sanders

Minister for Global Sharing of Resources

One Great Hour of Sharing Administrator

May 16, 2008

Cleveland, Ohio
United Church of Christ (USA)

IRS Determination Made

The Internal Revenue Services (IRS) has concluded its tax inquiry of the United Church of Christ (USA) and determined that the church did not violate tax laws when Senator Barrack Obama addressed the 50th General Synod in June 2007.  The IRS outlined several steps taken by the United Church of Christ that indicated complete compliance with the law.

The IRS letter read:  "Based on your response to the inquiry, we have determined that the activity about which we had concern did not constitute an intervention or participation in a political campaign . . . and that the United Church of Christ continues to qualify as an organization described in section 501 (c)(3)."

The Rev. John H. Thomas, General Minister & President of the United Church of Christ (USA) noted that leadership and expertise on the case was provided by Donald C. Clark,   Nationwide Special Counsel, and a team of attorneys at WilmerHale in Washington D.C.  He added, "From the early days of planning for General Synod, Don was committed to making sure that the United Church of Christ modeled the way in which it properly handled this matter.  He has provided expert legal counsel and the IRS' determination only underscores this."
Calendar at a Glance
June 2008
Sun. 8th

Board of Deacons

11:30 a.m. - Hale O Kukahiko

Mon. 9th – Wed. 11th

ÿAha Iki

Päÿia Hawaiian Protestant Church

Päÿia

Thurs. 12th – Sat. 14th
186th ÿAha Paeÿäina

ÿAha Makua

Kamehameha Schools Maui

Pukalani

Sun. 15th

Choir  Rehearsal - Intensive

11:30 a.m. - Hale Pule
Thurs. 19th

Outreach Committee

5:30 p.m. – Hale O Kukahiko

Sun. 22nd

Second Quarterly Congregational Meeting

12:00 noon – Hale Pule

Thurs. 26th

Board of Trustees

5:30 p.m. - Hale O Kukahiko

* * *

July 2008

Sun. 13th
Board of Deacons

11:30 a.m. - Hale O Kukahiko

Thurs. 17th

Outreach Committee

5:30 p.m. – Hale O Kukahiko

Thurs. 24th

Board of Trustees

5:30 p.m. - Hale O Kukahiko

Sun. 27th

Membership Forum

1:00 p.m. – Hale O Kukahiko

Looking Ahead
Membership Forum

Sunday, July 27, 2008

The third Membership Forum for the year will be held on Sunday, July 27, 2008.  Those who are interested in becoming General Members and Associate Members of the church are invited to attend.

Please contact the church office at (808) 879-5557 if you are planning to attend. A Membership Information Form and other materials will be sent to those interested in becoming a member.

The forum will be held beginning at 1:00 p.m. in Hale O   Kukahiko, the office and classroom building.  

All Church Family Retreat

YMCA, Keanae

Friday, Aug. 8 – Sunday, Aug. 10, 2008

Plans are underway for an All Church Family Retreat at the YMCA Camp in Keanae.  The weekend retreat is being coordinated by the Youth Ministry Committee and Children's Ministry Committee.

There will be opportunities for worship and fellowship, study and reflection, work and play.  The YMCA Camp is located above the Keanae Peninsula. There will be field trips to the loÿi or taro fields on the peninsula as well as to a nearby arboretum.  

Registration forms and other information will be made    available soon.

ÿAha Papa Hïmeni O Hawaiÿi

2008 Annual Hawaiian Choir Retreat

Friday, Aug. 15 – Sunday, Aug. 17, 2008

Imiola Church, Waimea, Hawaiÿi

The 2008 Annual Hawaiian Choir Retreat will be hosted by Imiola Church in Waimea, Hawaiÿi, August 15-17, 2008.  The annual event will include participants from historic Hawaiian churches of the Hawaiÿi Conference – United Church of Christ.

Members from congregations on Kauaÿi, Oÿahu, Molokaÿi, Maui and Hawaiÿi island will gather in Waimea for a weekend of music, worship, and fellowship.  The retreat continues to provide participants to learn anthems written and composed long ago as well as anthems that are being written and composed today. 

Members of Nä Leo Nahenahe, the adult choir of Keawalaÿi Congregational Church, will be among those traveling to Waimea.  The choir is under the direction of Stephen Haines.

