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Transitional Ministry – What’s That? 

At our most recent Annual Meeting members of the congregation called me to serve as your “Transitional Minister” for 
the next two years. You would be in good company if you are wondering what that means and how that differs from 
“Interim Ministry.” Arguably the difference in the two terms is subtle and they are often used interchangeably, but I’d like 
to offer my perspective to give you a better idea on what this means for our church at this time.  

Initially, I was called to serve as your “Interim Minister.” Our hope was the work of securing a “Settled Pastor” would be 
accomplished in approximately 18 months. When the COVID pandemic erupted everything changed. We delayed the start 
of the search process for an entire year. When we began, we did so in earnest: meeting weekly as a Pastoral Search Team, 
conducting individual and group interviews to answer three main questions (Who are we? Who is our neighbor? Who is 
God calling us to be?), and drafting a Church Profile which describes our congregation based on the answers to the three 
big questions, as well as our history, ministry, and mission. When we posted our Profile on the United Church of Christ 
website, we received no qualified applicants, a result we have learned from Conference staff that was not unusual during 
the pandemic. 

After a few months of prayer, discernment, and no pastoral applications we contacted our Conference Minister, the Rev. 
David Popham, once again for counsel and suggestion. It was then the Search Team invited me to consider extending my 
term as your “Interim.” Following much discussion, prayer, and advice from our Conference Minister and trusted 
colleagues, I decided I could stay but my role would have to change in order to address intentionally some issues facing 
our church. In short, the interim work was complete, but there are many transition issues that need our attention.  

I said to the Search Team that I would like to pull together a “Transition Team” to think through the various issues that are 
before us and make recommendations to the Church Council with the idea that our suggestions would better position the 
church for the future and be even more attractive for new pastoral leadership. Some of the issues include but are not 
limited to: “Open and Affirming” as policy of our congregation as well as “Accessibility to All” (both designations of our 
denomination), a review of our Stewardship efforts with consideration to pledging as a possibility, a review of church 
bylaws, the challenge of our aging congregation and what can be done to attract young families, and is our current staffing 
pattern the right one for the next phase of our church’s life. 

It is my hope that we can tackle these (and some other issues) quickly and reopen our pastoral search by reposting our 
church profile expeditiously. As stated in our bylaws and as written in my call agreement, I am not, nor can I be a 
candidate for the settled position. It is important for Keawala’i to secure permanent leadership with whomever God is 
calling as soon as we can. Until then, I will serve here faithfully and guide the Transition Team to prepare our church for a 
future that, I believe, is bright with promise.  

The past two years have taught us, among other things, that transition is both 
challenging yet constant. We need to learn from it and determine its effects on 
our church, our future, and how we adapt to new possibilities. We invite your 
prayers in this critical phase of our mission and ministry to clearly heed the 
direction of ke Akua as we live in hope. 

With sincere aloha, 

Kahu Scott 



 

Mālama Your Inner Artist -  Creating “You” in an Art Quilt 

Friday, April 1 or Saturday, April 2, 2022 
Keawalai Congregational Church, Mākena, Maui 

Participants will be making a raw edge applique wallhanging 
- a piece of art of Hawaiʻi nei - and sharing the experience of 

an art approach to quilts.  The $65 includes the pattern, 
supplies and instruction by Cindee Burkitt and Dian Gruber.   

To register go to www.mauiquiltguild.org/upcoming-classes. 

2022 Easter Lilies 

The annual sign up for Easter lilies began on Sunday, March 13, 2022.   A 
donation of $10 is requested to help cover the costs.  Those making a donation 
are invited to indicate if it is in memory of a loved one or in celebration of a 
special occasion.  A listing will be included in the worship bulletin each week 
throughout the month of April. 

Fall 2021 Annual Appeal 
The annual 2021 Hoʻokupu Makahiki raised $84,704 this year.  Mahalo to everyone who generously supported the various 
ministries of Keawalaʻi. It allows us to continue to “share Godʻs aloha from generation to generation.” 

Annual Mee)ng 
Sunday, March 13 

We had a good annual meeting on March 13th at 11:30 a.m. in the church sanctuary with 32 general members and 2 
associate members present. We had a quorum and proceeded with business. The reports of the Council, boards, 
committees, programs and the Report of the Pastor were  received and approved, as well as the nominations and elections 
of Officers, Boards and Committees, Treasurer’s report and the proposed operating budget for 2022. The affirmation for 
delegates to attend the ‘Aha Mokupuni and ‘Aha Pae’aina was affirmed and the dates for the Congregational meetings and 
Council meetings for 2022 and the annual meeting for 2023 was approved. 

Under New Business, Pastoral Search Committee, (Transitional Pastor Call). At this time the meeting was turned over to 
Bruce Burkitt, chairperson of the Pastoral Search Committee. Bruce gave a short summary of how and why the Pastoral 
Search Committee had come to the decision to call Scott Landis, Keawala’i’s current Interim pastor, to be Keawala’i’s 
Transitional Pastor for a period of 2 years. There was a short discussion, then following the by-laws of the church, a secret 
ballot vote was taken with an outcome of 31 yes votes to confirm that Scott Landis is now the Transitional Pastor of 
Keawala’I Church.  Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned with closing prayer by Kahu Scott and the 
singing of Iesu No Ke Kahuhipa.  -- Edie Kapiko, Moderator 

http://www.mauiquiltguild.org/upcoming-classes


A response of gratitude from Taka and Ellen 
Sunday, March 6, 2022 

It was a very trying time for us as we decided to move to Kauai, my birthplace. It was a 
move that we had contemplated for a long time. We waited for the right moment to decide 
on the move. As hard as it has been, we have constantly felt God’s Divine guidance and His 
constant guidance in every step we took.   

The flight from Maui to Kauai on the single engine plane was a perfect one. There was not 
a single bump. The weather was perfect for flying according to 
our pilot. Both Jordan and Matilda were quiet all through the 
flight, albeit Jordan had a very wide-eyed response during takeoff 
with eyes that kept getting bigger as the ground receded from 
under us. Even so, they did so much better than we expected. 

Sunday, we were honored by having a luncheon, Kauai style. It was a wonderful day renewing 
and reconnecting with our Ohana. We did not expect it and so, and the surprise event made us 
even more grateful for “family!” 

Yesterday and today, we are basking in the after glow of our Sunday experience and the 
experience of the Sunday before - both Sundays spent with beloved family! Keawala’i will 
always be a part of our lives and our beloved Ohana. We are so grateful for the wonderful, loving 
memories which will be cherished for the remainder of our lives. Thank you for so lovingly 
launching us into this new phase of our lives! 

My Ohana 

It is not only a physical space 
For Ohana is where lives are lived  
And each generation create memories for the next 
Memories of love that last forever! 

This is my place and my ohana 
A living, loving, spiritual space 
Where relationships blossom and renew 
Nourished, shared and cherished through the years! 

These living memories are the crown jewels of life 
As each generation creates new experiences  
They create fond memories for the next 
So yesterday becomes alive today! 

Fond memories are constantly giving birth  
They are nourished in loving and gentle ways 
Surrounded by all of life - the trees, the ferns,  
and the grass 
They, too, grow and share with each new day! 

The doves, the finches, the butterflies, the kolea  
Each seeking a safe haven of rest and peace among  
God’s greater family 
Fluttering and cooing safely in the shelter of the leaves! 
Such is this place of my Ohana! 

What is Ohana? 
Where these reside 
Ho’okipa  
Maluhia  Aloha! 

 

  

The Keawalaʻi Book Club meets once a month and just 
finished reading “Aloha” by Armine Von Tempsky.  In 

March, they had the honor of hosting a visiting speaker, 
Debbie Von Tempsky, who is a relative of the author 

and who was raised on Molokai.  Next monthʻs book is 
"The Lincoln Hiway" by Amor Towles.   

Book club participants include Victoria Smith, Linda 
Somera, Wanda Walker, Kate Acks, Renee Riley, Cindy 

Mead, Colleen Curran, Connie Hunt, Laurie Beitler, 
Anne Musselman, Vollie Scott, and Cathy Detrick.



Outreach hosted an Art Sale - Reconnecting to Ohana! 
Sunday, March 6 

After an 8-month delay, the Outreach Committee was 
delighted to host our “Walk in the Park - Art and Quilt 
Sale” on Sunday, March 6, 2022. This was only 3 weeks 
after reopening to the public so it was a perfect opportunity 
to gather for the greater good of our local community and 
give with our gifts and talents. Through the efforts of those 
involved, we were able to raise approximately $2000 that 
will go directly to those in need here on Maui. Outreach members would like to thank all 
who donated items for sale, and give a special Mahalo Nui Loa to those who purchased 
items during this event.  

The Outreach Committee meets once a month to review grant requests received from the 
community. If you would like to contribute to our ongoing efforts with a donation, please 

make your check payable to “Keawala'i Congregational Church" and write in the memo 
section “Outreach Committee.” It is never too late to make a difference in the lives of those touched by our church.  -- 
Randy Spicocchi, Outreach Ministry 

Event Calendar at a Glance 

April 2022     May 2022 

Fri. & Sat. Apr. 1-2     Sun. May 1 
Quilt Workshop     Board of Trustees 
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.    11:15 a.m. 

Sun. Apr. 3     Sun. May 8 
Board of Trustees     Board of Deacons 
11:15 a.m.      11:15 a.m. 

Sun. Apr. 10     Wed. May 11 
Board of Deacons     Outreach Committee 
11:15 a.m.      3:30 p.m. 

Wed. Apr. 13     Mon. May 16 & Fri. May 20 
Outreach Committee    Music Festival Concerts 
3:30 p.m.      7:00 p.m. on each day 

Sun. Apr. 17     Sun. May 22 
Easter Service     Music Festival Concert 
7:30 a.m.      7:00 p.m. 



Your Trustees at Work 
Blessing of the new walkway 

 

The Trustees tend to be a “behind the scenes” group that meet monthly and make decisions about church activities and 
expenses.  Sometimes, their decisions actually become visible.  The Trustees approved the construction of a new walkway 
from the Hale Pule to the pavilion which came out quite nicely.  It took awhile 
to decide exactly how to align it and we had to obtain bids in order to get a 
contract.  Such decisions require a balance between the needs of the 
congregation and the fiscal condition of the treasury. 

We also obtained two new signs. One has been installed near the mailbox.  The 
other is for the bottom of Honoiki.  Installation will occur after the construction 
activity is completed.  Speaking of construction, the Trustees approved the 
request of Goodfellow Brothers to use part of the parking lot as a staging area 
for the installation of a new pipeline contracted by the County water department.  
After careful consideration, it was decided that the activity benefited the church 
as well as the surrounding community.  -- Tom Nelson, Board of Trustees 
 

A Lenten Prayer 

When You descended to death, O Life immortal, You destroyed death 
with the splendor of Your divinity! And when from the depths You 
raised the dead, All the powers of heaven cried out: O Giver of Life, 
Christ our God, Glory to You!  

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord has shown 
strength with His arm! He has trampled down death by death! He has 
become the firstborn of the dead! He has delivered us from the depths 
and has granted the world great mercy. 

Πάτερ ἡμῶν ὁ ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς ·
ἁγιασθήτω τό ὄνομά σου,
ἐλθέτω ἡ βασιλεία σου,

γενηθήτω τό θέλημά σου,
ὡς ἐν οὐρανῷ καί ἐπί τῆς γῆς.

Τόν ἄρτον ἡμῶν τόν ἐπιούσιον
δός ἡμῖν σήμερον·

καί ἄφες ἡμῖν τά ὀφειλήματα ἡμῶν,
ὡς καί ἡμεῖς ἀφίεμεν τοῖς ὀφειλέταις ἡμῶν·

καί μή εἰσενέγκης ἡμᾶς εἰς πειρασμόν,
ἀλλά ῥῦσαι ἡμᾶς ἀπό τοῦ πoνηροῦ. 

Official Translation of the Lord’s Prayer and the Confession of Faith
as adopted by the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 2004

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
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Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



KEAWALAʻI CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST (USA) 

5300 MĀKENA ROAD 
MĀKENA, HI 96753 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Telephone / Voice Mail:  (808) 879-5557 
Email: keawalaichurch@gmail.com 

Outreach Committee Intake Coordinator:  
(808) 281-7434 (Andrea Yepez) 

Hui Mālama Intake Coordinator:   
(808) 268-1612 (Edie Kapiko) 

Hui Mālama Chair:  (808) 866-6815  
(Cindy Mead) 

Website: https://www.keawalai.org 

Ka Hā A Ke Akua: The Breath of God is a newsletter of Keawalaʻi 
Congregational Church.  Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
writer(s).  Unless otherwise noted, such opinions are not to be construed as the 

position taken by any of the boards, committees, or council of the church. 

Regular Online Meetings 
  

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Livestream Worship Service on Vimeo 

https://www.keawalai.org 

Wednesdays at 11 a.m. 

KCC Zoom Room

Ms. Edie Kapiko, Moderator 
Mr. Bruce Burkitt, Vice-Moderator 

Ms. Linda Somera, Secretary 
Mr. Thom. Probst, Treasurer 

Ms. Andrea Yepez, Administrative Coordinator 
Ms. Edie Kapiko,  Hui Mālama Intake 

Ms. Laura Moore, Sunday School Coordinator 
Ms. Andrea Yepez, Outreach Committee Intake 

Mr. Cameron Keys, Music Ministry Team 
Ms. Danette Kong, Pianist 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Landis, Transitional Pastor 

Sermon:  10:00 a.m. Sunday sermon text is  
posted at www.keawalai.org  

under Kahu’s Mana’o 
  

Worship:  Sunday services are in person 
and available on Vimeo at www.keawalai.org. 
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“The Keawalaʻi Prayer Connection” 

 
 

“Are any among you suffering?   
They should pray. 
Are any cheerful?   

They should sing songs of praise. 
Are any among you sick?   

They should call for the elders of the church  
and have them pray over them,  

anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 
The prayer of faith will save the sick,  
and the Lord will raise them up . . .  

Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.” 
 

James 5:13-16 

 
 

We Shall Not Give Up the Fight, NCH #437, South African Freedom Song; Copyright ©1984 Walton 
Music Corp. 
Community of Christ, NCH #314, Shirley Erena Murray, 1985; Adapt. Meyer Lyon, 1770 
O For A World, NCH #575, Miriam Theresa Winter, 1987; Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1828; Adapt. Lowell 
Mason in Modern Psalmody, 1839; Words Copyright ©1987 Medical Mission Sisters. 
   
©1995, Pilgrim Press, Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL  (NCH), All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-735715. 
 
Jesus Love the Little Children, Hymns for the Family of God, #15, George F. Root, Used by permission. 
©1976, Paragon Associates, Inc., All rights reserved. 
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