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“Living Waters”
Isaiah 43:1-7 & Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
I grew up on the Kona side of the island of Hawai‘i on the rocky slopes of Hualalai.  There are no surface streams that run from the mountaintop to the sea.  But I do remember seeing, on rare occasions, water coursing through gulches carved out by the passing of strong winter storms.
Perhaps that is what made our yearly trip to the Hilo side of the island during the Christmas season a great childhood adventure for me.  Along the way I was able to see streams and numerous waterfalls.

The first stream was visible along the drive from Kawaihae up towards the town of Waimea.  After passing through Waimea and then Honoka‘a, the drive would take us along the Hamakua Coast.  It was there along that coastline that I would see water plunging down the face of volcanic cliffs and pushing their way to the sea.
That drive is not unlike the drive from Mäkena to Hana.  The change in landscape from a dry more arid area of Mäkena to the wet and lush area of Hana is remarkably similar.

As a child I was aware of how important water was in sustaining our lives.  While we did not have perennial streams or waterfalls in Kona, the afternoon rainfall was consistent and became the primary source for our crops and animals and for our use.

Water was a critical factor for us.  The same could be said for those in ancient Palestine.  Water was essential to plant and animal life and to human life.  In time water came to symbolize the source from which all life emerged.
But it also came to symbolize many other things.  On the one hand water was seen as a source of wisdom, fertility and life and on the other of chaos and destruction. (Harper’s Bible Dictionary, Paul J. Achtemeier, General Editor, Harper & Row Publishers, San Francisco, 1971, page 1121)  Sometimes water described instability (Genesis 49:4) or loss of strength (Job 3:24; Psalm 22:14).  Sometimes it vanished (Psalm 58:7) and once spilled, could not be gathered again (2 Samuel 14:14).

Sometimes water also conveyed ideas of refreshment, renewal, and power (Proverbs 25:25).  For the people of Israel, God became the fountain of living water  (Jeremiah 2:13).  For the people who lived in Jesus’ day, water became a symbol of eternal life (John 4:10-15).  

Therefore, water’s most lasting significance is its symbolism of salvation as well as cleansing.  Our reading from The Gospel According to Luke is about the baptism of Jesus and its significance for us.  
What distinguishes Luke’s account of the baptism from the accounts recorded in The Gospel According to Matthew and The Gospel According to Mark is no mention is made of who baptized Jesus.  In Luke’s account, John is shut in prison by Herod who is angered by John’s indictment (Luke 3:19) against him.  Jesus is part of a crowd who has been baptized.

What Luke emphasizes is the connection between baptism and prayer.  Throughout Luke’s Gospel the prayer life of Jesus receives this attention.

God’s presence is manifested in three ways following Jesus’ baptism. (Harper’s Bible Commentary, James L. Mays, General Editor, Harper & Row Publishers, San Francisco, 1988, page 1019)   First, the heavens open recalling Isaiah’s prayer for heaven to open and for God to come as in the Exodus (Isaiah 64:1-3).  The Holy Spirit comes on Jesus and becomes the mark of his ministry (Luke 4:14) and the gift that he eventually bestows on the church (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5).
Second, the Spirit appears as a dove.  The dove is a symbolic expression that makes clear the presence of God is a reality and not simply a thought or feeling.

And finally there is the affirmation that comes as a voice from heaven.  The message spoken parallels the coronation of a king (Psalm 2:7) with God’s embrace of one who suffers and serves (Isaiah 42:1).  It is said that in Jesus, sovereignty and service are joined together.
What makes our reading from Luke and from Isaiah significant is the promise of God’s presence and power in our lives.  It is a promise made real through the living waters of our baptism.  
God calls each of us by name.  Long ago God’s voice called out to Jesus – “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22).  In our day and time, God calls out to each of us - “You are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you” (Isaiah 43:4).

“Do not fear.  When you pass through rough waters, I will be with you.  You will not be overwhelmed.  I will always keep you safe.  Nothing will ever cause you harm.”  (Paraphrased from Isaiah 43:1-2).

As we gather here this morning we are grateful for the promise of God’s presence and power.  We grateful for God’s love for us and for those whom we come to remember and honor on this day.  We come to remember and give thanks for the lives of those who died in 2006 and those whose ashes were put to rest here on Maui in 2006.  
As I call out their names, we will light a candle for each person.  Some are family to us; some are friends.  I will begin with list that is printed in the insert in your worship bulletin.
Dixie Barnes, mother and grandmother to Loretta, Bob, and Ryan Brem of Wailuku.   Victorine Cambridge, auntie to Sandy Farmer-Wiley and Jean Walker of Kïhei.  Robert Dvergsdal, father of Barb Stewart, formerly of Maui and now living in Arizona.  
Helen Estep, wife of Bob Estep of Seattle.  Gail Campbell Gammie of Kula, sister of Jim and Phoebe Campbell of Honolulu.  She was born on November 8, 1928 in Honolulu.  She died on December 15, 2006 in Wailuku.  Samuel Garcia Sr., whose ashes were returned to Maui from Canada on April 29, 2006.   Lynne Geib, wife of Bob Geib and mother of Scott Geib of Chicago and Palatine, Illinois.  
Ethel Joiner, mother of Mark and Sandi, grandmother of Chris and Byron Joiner of Kïhei.  William Kennedy, husband of Char Kennedy, formerly of Maui.   Robert Love, husband of Lois Love.  Lemual McCorkle, father of Judy McCorkle and Tom Reed of Kula.  
Arthur McCoy, a long-time friend of Keawala‘i and Maui.  Mary Moore.  Jack Numata, whose ashes were re-inurned at Valley Isle Memorial Park in Ha‘ikü on November 11, 2006.  Gordon McCormack, son of Anitra and Marshall McCormack of Colorado. Mary Ellen Moore of Whittier, California.  Elita Perkins of Kïhei, Maui.  
Norma Walker, mother of Jean Walker and Sandy Farmer-Wiley.  William Ward, hänai uncle to Garrett and Jade Arnold of Kïhei.  Christina Vedamuthu, wife of Paul Vedamuthu of Kula and mother of Andrew Vedamuthu of Atlanta, Georgia. Adolph Zeithammel, husband of Dolores Zeithammel, formerly of Maui and now of Texas.
God knows each one by name and for that we give thanks.  
Let us pray:  We are grateful, O God, for your amazing grace and your presence in our lives.  We come to remember those who have died and to give you thanks for the precious moments we were able to share with those who were our mothers and fathers; tütü; sisters and brothers, aunties and uncles, cousins, friends and neighbors. 
We are grateful for the One whose birth we continue to celebrate – the One who is the Living Water and the Light of the World.  And on this day as we come to share the bread and the cup, we are mindful of the gift of eternal life that is ours through him.  Amen.
PAGE  

